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The growing opposition of citizens to political elites can be a threat towards the present democracies. 

Modern democracies all around the world are represented by a governing political elite. From Great 

Britain in Europe cross country to India and overseas to the United States of America. The question 

is whether they can possess the knowledge necessary to manage the complexity of the social order or 

implement choices connected with the citizens and their believes. The conference paper written by 

Wolfgang Merkel portrays a strong argument about the current democracies, and questions whether 

democracy is inconceivable without a crisis. A contrary argument shown in the article written by Max 

boot, focusses on the point, that democracy already is dissolved in some countries and that the crisis 

is preventable. This shows different theories based on the same question, concerning the international 

and national relations between the established politicians and the citizens. 

 

All around the world resistance such as Brexit and the “Mouvement des gilets jaunes” (the yellow 

vests movement) in France has emerged. This not only affects the populations of the countries and 

all around the world but also shows that populism is growing. The citizens throw out the established 

high-ranking politicians and parties. Instead populist movements with idealistic minds are growing 

in the medias and in the parliaments in Europe. As Max Boot writes in the following quote, 

“Democracy has already been destroyed in Turkey, Egypt, Venezuela, Thailand and Russia… 

Emmanuel Macron, France’s centrist president, is battling record-low approval ratings. And in 

Britain, the Conservative Party is tearing itself apart over Brexit.”1 This is examples of areas where 

the democracy is threatened, and where the process of dissolving itself has begun. But it is a bad 

thing? Wolfgang Merkel mentions that political theory from its very onset, has determined that 

democracy is inconceivable without a crisis.2 Therefore, the crisis seems inevitable and might come 

 
1 Boot, Max. Washingtonpost.com, November 21, 2018. 
2 Merkel, Wolfgang. Researchgate.net, January, 2013. 
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as time goes by. It might be invisible to the human eye, but not invisible for the human life. It appears 

to affect the citizens and therefore different outcomes occur. It is the reaction to the governing elites 

trying to possess the knowledge necessary to manage the complexity of the social order. Maybe they 

are trying, but the people has had enough. 

 

It lays in human nature to put everything into boxes. But instead of organizing the boxes, we might 

confuse ourselves more than necessary. The threat towards the present democracies is the growing 

opposition of citizens to political elites. The question whether there is a global crisis of democracy, 

concerns the national and international relations e.g. Europe in the Northern Hemisphere. But the 

question still remains; can we even answer the question? 
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