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Should the law require people to vote in general elections? 

“With law shall land be built”1 

That remarkable phrase functions as the preamble to the model of which the Scandinavian society is 

built upon2, but the question as to the extent of the power as well as the amount of control the law 

should determine, remains. One could say, that preciously that phrase also corresponds with the 

British system, as the British legislation provides opportunities, freedom and safety for the British 

citizens. Overall, the legislation builds the country and ensures the beloved democracy, for the law, 

is one of the basic principles of democracy3. And with the proposed restriction: compulsory voting, 

the much-valued freedom is being undermined, which is one of the key factors as to why it shall not 

be implemented.  

A pro-compulsory-voting arguer may protest and bring up the inevitable argument, that is the turn-

out percentage increase. For instance, countries like Australia with mandatory voting has an average 

turn out of 90.98%, which is fairly higher than countries with voluntarily voting, for example, a 

Scandinavian country like Denmark with an average of 85.89%4. Yet, this does certainly not mean, 

that the Australian democracy is any more pertinent than Denmark’s. We must look at the voting 

turn-out as an indicator of the level of the countries’ government’s success rate. Because, if various 

citizens choose not to vote, it is a silent critique of the infrastructure, not just indolent and 

incompetent individuals, who refuse to get up and vote. Removing the opportunity of critique, not 

only removes the change for the government to realize, retrospect and improve the system, but it 

also limits the citizens itself. For firstly, it is an expression of opinion being oppressed, so the 

defence of compulsory voting ability to flourish opinions is not correct. Secondly, some religions 

do not support politics, which is why some believers refuse to vote. This is religious liberty 

protected by law, which of course is one of the basic principles of democracy, so it would be an 

oxymoron and contradictory to create a law to oppress the law. Law is here to help people and 

provide them with opportunities and ensure/maintain safety. Neither of these things occurs with this 

restriction. Adding to the argument, the acknowledged philosopher and professor Jason Brennon 
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even calls the proposal of compulsory voting a petty violation of citizen’s liberty5. So, one should 

ask themselves the question: Does this really sound like something belonging to late modernity, or 

more so dystopic and desperate? 

To reiterate, the law should not require people to vote in general elections, as it will undermine the 

freedom of religion, the basic principles of democracy and does not even obtain more individuals 

opinions in practice nor theory, which is simplest amplified by Winston S. Churchill, “If you have 

ten thousand regulations you destroy all respect for the law.”  
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